
 Mrs. Gillingham’s 3rd grade class 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

WONDERS READING 

Our Wonders Unit 3 called One of a Kind 
moves into reading expository texts also 
known as nonfiction. Students will read 
factual texts about space and animals in the 
next 2 weeks. We will learn and practice the 
skill of summarizing.  We will build vocabulary 
through prefixes, root words, and suffixes. 
Prefixes are word parts added to the 
beginning of root words. Prefixes we’re 
learning are un-, non-, dis-, mis-, and pre-. 
Suffixes are word parts added to the end of 
root words. The  suffixes we’re learning are -
able, -ful, -ly and -y.


iREADY ASSESSMENTS 
Starting this week your 3rd grader will take 
the midyear iReady assessments in both 
reading and math. These tests are taken on 
the chrome books in class.


UNITED STATES GEOGRAPHY 

Our geography unit called Finding Places in 
the United States has students exploring 
landmarks around the country and practicing 
their map skills. Third graders are excited 
about “traveling” around the US! They will be 
using a compass rose and a scale ruler to 
determine which direction to travel and how 
far these places are from Shoreline.


BRIDGES MATH 

We are half way through Bridges Unit 4: 
Measurement and Fractions. Our focus for the 
first half was on the measurement concepts of 
time, mass, and volume. As we move towards 
the second half our focus turns to fractions. 
Our learning will focus on fair shares, unit 
fractions, comparing fractions, and fractions as 
distances. January Number Corner also has 
kept us busy with fractions and time as well 
as geometry patterns. There are so many 
opportunities for your student to engage in 
these concepts.


EXPOSITORY WRITING 

Third graders are working on an expository 
writing project to explain how to do a task. 
Students used a graphic organizer to plan 
their steps and drafted step by step 
instructions about a task they considered 
themselves to be an expert. We’ve worked to 
revise and improve ideas in their drafts to add 
a bold beginning or lead, add time sequence 
words, and extra details from peer and 
teacher questions. Ask your child about the 
topic of their How-To writing project.


UPCOMING DATES ON BACK—>


NEWS from the Nest

This week Echo Lake celebrates Kindness Week. Talk with your 3rd grader about different 
ways to be kind and spread acts of kindness everywhere.  In a world where you can be 
anything, be kind.



MARK YOUR CALENDAR

1/29 FULL DAY WEDNESDAY


1/31 FULL DAY FRIDAY - snow make up day


1/31 End of 1st semester


2/5 Early release Wednesday @1:50pm


2/6 PTA Movie Night


2/12 Early release Wednesday @1:50pm


2/14 Report Cards go home



